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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERiOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 December 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 14-26 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 14-21 and 26 is/are rejected. 
7® Claim(s) 22-25 is/are objected to. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 26 recites the limitation "the monitoring associated information" on line 7-8. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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4. Claims 14-18, 20, 21 , and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rusell etal (U.S. Patent 6,584,118 B1). 

Regarding to claim 14, Rusell discloses a system for inserting an Ethernet signal 
and other types of signals in an STM-N frame of synchronous digital hierarchy, 
comprising a decoder 401 to receive an Ethernet signal and to perform data rate 
reduction of the Ethernet signal in generating a decoded output (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 31- 
33); a first multiplexer (implicitly shown), coupled to said decoder, to form data words 
from the decoded output and associated monitoring information (col. 8 lines 10-20); a 
unit 400, coupled to said first multiplexer, to form a first signal sequence with a 
predetermined bit length from the data words formed by said first multiplexer (Fig. 4 col. 
8 lines 21-26); and a second multiplexer (implicitly shown), coupled to said unit, to 
combine at least one first signal sequence and control and administration data for the 
STM-N frame (col. 9 lines 36-54). 

Regarding to claim 15, Russell discloses the first multiplexer forms data words 
with a data word length of 9 bits (Fig. 1 1 and 12, col. 1 1 lines 54-67 and col. 12 lines 1- 
20). 

Regarding to claim 16, Russell discloses the unit forms a virtual container VC-4 
signal (col. 6 lines 28-58). 

Regarding to claim 17, Russell discloses a system for recovering Ethernet 
signals inserted into STM-N frames of synchronous digital hierarchy, comprising a first 
demultiplexer (implicitly shown) to form at least one first signal sequence (Fig. 8 col. 8 
lines 39-45); a demapper 400, coupled to said first demultiplexer, to form an Ethernet 
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signal having a reduced data rate (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 31-35); a second demultiplexer 
(implicitly shown), coupled to said demapper, to form data words and associated 
monitoring information (Fig. 8 col, 8 lines 45-52); and an encoder (implicitly shown), 
coupled to said second demultiplexer, to form an Ethernet signal (col. 8 lines 52-54). 

Regarding to claim 18, Russell discloses a system for transmitting Ethernet 
signals, comprising a decoder 401 to receive an Ethernet signal and to perform data 
rate reduction of the Ethernet signal in generating a decoded (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 31-33); 
a first multiplexer (implicitly shown), coupled to said decoder, to form data words from 
the decoded output and associated monitoring information (col. 8 lines 10-20); a unit 
400, coupled to said first multiplexer, to form a first signal sequence with a 
predetermined bit length from the data words formed by said first multiplexer (Fig. 4 col. 
8 lines 21-26); a second multiplexer (implicitly shown), coupled to said unit, to combine 
at least one first signal sequence and control and administration data for an STM-N 
frame (col. 9 lines 36-54); a synchronous digital hierarchy transmission system 200, 
coupled to said second multiplexer, to transmit data in the STM-N frame (Fig. 2 col. 5 
lines 23-45); a first demultiplexer (implicitly shown), coupled to the synchronous digital 
hierarchy transmission system to form the at least one first signal sequence from the 
STM-N frame (Fig. 8 col. 8 lines 39-45); a demapper 400, coupled to said first 
demultiplexer, to form a reduced data rate Ethernet signal (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 31-35); a 
second demultiplexer (implicitly shown), coupled to said demapper, to reform the data 
words and the associated monitoring information (Fig. 8 col. 8 lines 45-52); and an 
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encoder (implicitly shown), coupled to said second demultiplexer, to form a recovered 
Ethernet signal (col. 8 lines 52-54). 

Regarding to claim 20, Russell discloses a method for inserting Ethernet signals 
into an STM-N frame of synchronous digital hierarchy, comprising reducing a data rate 
of the Ethernet signal (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 31-33); combining data and associated 
monitoring information of the Ethernet signal after data rate reduction, into data words to 
produce a first signal sequence with a specific bit length (Fig. 4 col. 8 lines 10-26); and 
forming an STM-N signal from at least one first signal sequence and control and 
administration data associated with an STM-N frame (col. 9 lines 36-54). 

Regarding to claim 21, Russell discloses the STM-N frame has a 9 bits structure, 
with 9 bits of user data placed synchronously in the STM-N frame (Fig. 1 1 and 12, col. 
11 lines 54-67 and col. 12 lines 1-20). 

Regarding to claim 26, Russell discloses a method for recovering Ethernet 
signals inserted into STM-N frames of synchronous digital hierarchy, comprising 
extracting a first signal sequence from a STM-N signal (Fig. 8 col. 8 lines 39-45); 
forming a reduced data rate Ethernet signal from the first signal sequence (Fig. 4 col. 7 
lines 31-35); forming data words and associated control information from the reduced 
data rate Ethernet signal (Fig. 8 col. 8 lines 45-52); and forming an Ethernet signal from 
the data words and the associated monitoring information (col. 8 lines 52-54). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 14-18, 20, 21, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Saijonmaa et al (U.S. Patent 5,706,285) in view of Rusell et al (U.S. 

Patent 6,584,118 B1). 

Regarding to claims 14 and 15, Saijonmaa discloses a system for inserting an 
ATM signal and other types of signals in an STM-N frame of synchronous digital 
hierarchy (col. 4 lines 53-56), comprising a decoder 2 to receive an ATM signal and to 
perform data rate reduction of the ATM signal in generating a decoded output (Fig. 2 
col. 3 lines 30-36); a first multiplexer 3 (Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 44-48), coupled to said 
decoder, to form data words from the decoded output and associated monitoring 
information (col. 4 lines 39-44); a unit 31 , coupled to said first multiplexer, to form a first 
signal sequence with a predetermined bit length from the data words formed by said 
first multiplexer (Fig. 2 col. 5 lines 10-33); and a second multiplexer 51, coupled to said 
unit, to combine at least one first signal sequence and control and administration data 
for the STM-N frame (Fig. 5 col. 6 lines 36-47). 

Saijonmaa fails to teach for the inserting signal is an Ethernet signal and the first 
multiplexer forms data words with a data word length of 9 bits (claim 15). 

However, Russell discloses a system for mapping Ethernet data frames into SDH 
virtual containers (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 18-57) and a multiplexer forms data words with a 
data word length of 9 bits (Fig. 1 1 and 12, col. 11 lines 54-67 and col. 12 lines 1-20). 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art, at the time 
of the invention, to include the inserting of Ethernet data in an STM-N frame as taught 
by Russell to achieve minimum packet delay and protocol header overhead. 

Regarding to claim 16, Saijonmaa discloses the unit forms a virtual container VC- 
4 signal (col. 6 lines 44-47). 

Regarding to claim 17, Saijonmaa discloses a system (Fig. 1) for recovering ATM 
signals inserted into STM-N frames of synchronous digital hierarchy, comprising a first 
demultiplexer 51 to form at least one first signal sequence (Fig. 5 col. 6 lines 36-47); a 
demapper 31 , coupled to said first demultiplexer, to form an ATM signal having a 
reduced data rate (Fig. 2 col. 5 lines 10-33); a second demultiplexer 3, coupled to said 
demapper, to form data words and associated monitoring information (Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 
44-48 and col. 4 lines 39-44); and an encoder (implicitly shown), coupled to said second 
demultiplexer, to form an ATM signal (col. 6 lines 55-65). 

Saijonmaa fails to teach for the recovering signal is an Ethernet signal. 

However, Russell discloses a system for mapping Ethernet data frames into SDH 
virtual containers (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 18-57). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art, at the time 
of the invention, to include the recovering of Ethernet data in an STM-N frame as taught 
by Russell to achieve minimum packet delay and protocol header overhead. 

Regarding to claim 18, Saijonmaa discloses a system for transmitting ATM 
signals, comprising a decoder 2 to receive an ATM signal and to perform data rate 
reduction of the ATM signal in generating a decoded output (Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 30-36); a 
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first multiplexer 3 (Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 44-48), coupled to said decoder, to form data words 
from the decoded output and associated monitoring information (col. 4 lines 39-44); a 
unit 31 , coupled to said first multiplexer, to form a first signal sequence with a 
predetermined bit length from the data words formed by said first multiplexer (Fig. 2 col. 

5 lines 10-33); a second multiplexer 51 , coupled to said unit, to combine at least one 
first signal sequence and control and administration data for an STM-N frame (Fig. 5 
col. 6 lines 36-47); a synchronous digital hierarchy transmission system 5, coupled to 
said second multiplexer, to transmit data in the STM-N frame (Fig. 1 col. 3 lines 23-28); 
a first demultiplexer 51, coupled to the synchronous digital hierarchy transmission 
system to form the at least one first signal sequence from the STM-N frame (Fig. 5 col. 

6 lines 36-47); a demapper 31 , coupled to said first demultiplexer, to form a reduced 
data rate ATM signal (Fig. 2 col. 5 lines 10-33); a second demultiplexer 3, coupled to 
said demapper, to reform the data words and the associated monitoring information 
(Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 44-48 and col. 4 lines 39-44); and an encoder (implicitly shown), 
coupled to said second demultiplexer, to form a recovered ATM signal (col. 6 lines 55- 
65). 

Saijonmaa fails to teach for the inserting signal is an Ethernet signal. 

However, Russell discloses a system for mapping Ethernet data frames into SDH 
virtual containers (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 18-57). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art, at the time 
of the invention, to include the inserting of Ethernet data in an STM-N frame as taught 
by Russell to achieve minimum packet delay and protocol header overhead. 



Application/Control Number: 09/980,487 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2663 

Regarding to claims 20 and 21, Saijonmaa discloses a method for inserting ATM 
signals into an STM-N frame of synchronous digital hierarchy, comprising reducing a 
data rate of the ATM signal (Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 30-36); combining data and associated 
monitoring information (management information) of the ATM signal after data rate 
reduction (Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 44-48 and col. 4 lines 39-44), into data words to produce a 
first signal sequence with a specific bit length (Fig. 3 and 4 col. 5 lines 10-33); and 
forming an STM-N signal from at least one first signal sequence and control and 
administration data associated with an STM-N frame (Fig. 5 col. 6 lines 36-47). 

Saijonmaa fails to teach for the inserting signal is an Ethernet signal and the 
STM-N frame has a 9 bits structure, with 9 bits of user data placed synchronously in the 
STM-N frame (claim 21). 

However, Russell discloses a system for mapping Ethernet data frames into SDH 
virtual containers (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 18-57) and a STM-N frame has a 9 bits structure, 
with 9 bits of user data placed synchronously in the STM-N frame s (Fig. 1 1 and 12, col. 
1 1 lines 54-67 and col. 12 lines 1-20). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art, at the time 
of the invention, to include the inserting of Ethernet data in an STM-N frame as taught 
by Russell to achieve minimum packet delay and protocol header overhead. 

Regarding to claim 26, Saijonmaa discloses a method (Fig. 1)for recovering 
ATM signals inserted into STM-N frames of synchronous digital hierarchy, comprising 
extracting a first signal sequence from a STM-N signal (Fig. 5 col. 6 lines 36-47); 
forming a reduced data rate ATM signal from the first signal sequence (Fig. 2 col. 5 
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lines 10-33); forming data words and associated control information from the reduced 
data rate ATM signal (Fig. 2 col. 3 lines 44-48 and col. 4 lines 39-44); and forming an 
ATM signal from the data words and the associated monitoring information (col. 6 lines 
55-65). 

Saijonmaa fails to teach for the recovering signal is an Ethernet signal. 

However, Russell discloses a system for mapping Ethernet data frames into SDH 
virtual containers (Fig. 4 col. 7 lines 18-57). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art, at the time 
of the invention, to include the recovering of Ethernet data in an STM-N frame as taught 
by Russell to achieve minimum packet delay and protocol header overhead. 
7. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Russell 
in view of Cheng et al (U.S. Patent 6,151 ,336). 

Regarding to claim 19, Russell discloses all the limitation with respect to claim 
18, except for a scrambler coupled between said first multiplexer and said mapper and 
a descrambler coupled between said first demultiplexer and said second demultiplexer. 
However, Cheng discloses a time division multiplexing data transmission system 
comprising a scrambler 222-226 coupled to said first multiplexer 230 and said encoder 
and 212-216 a descrambler 622-626 coupled to said first demultiplexer 610 and said 
second demultiplexer 500 (Fig. 2 and 3, col. 6 lines 8-18 and col. 7 lines 34-51). Thus, 
it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to include the scrambler and 
descrambler as taught by Cheng in Russell's system to convert encoded signal into a 
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format that can be directly modulated, transmitted, and demodulated without signal 
booster or amplification. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 22-25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due T. Duong whose telephone number is 703-605- 
5146. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (8:30 AM-5:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau T. Nguyen can be reached on 703-308-5340. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9600. 
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